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As I was thinking about what to write for this column I was focusing 
on 2015 being our 90th year as a yacht club. Then it came to me 

that almost all that I know about the early years of our club have come 
from listening to Staff Commodore, R. Randolph “Randy” Walker 
explaining the history of the Tahoe Yacht Club and the Lake Tahoe 
Concourse d’ Elegance while visiting or working at the wooden boat 
show or having dinner with Randy at the opening night dinner. Randy 
was our commodore in 1955-56 which also makes this the sixtieth 
anniversary of his term of service. Congratulations Randy for keeping 
this oral history alive. 

Over the past three years there has been some work put in to document 
our club’s history but now it is time to get more serious about it. Sr. 
Staff Commodore Dick Morton, Sue Stout and I began to put together 
a photographic history of past commodores to place in a display at 
the clubhouse. In the next few weeks we will be sending out notices 
asking members and former members to share pictures of the fourteen 
commodores for whom we don’t have pictures as well as those 
commodores for whom we either don’t have good quality pictures or 
good pictures from the time during which they served as commodore. 
I will also be asking for input to create a more detailed history which 
we can put on our website. Please contribute if you think that you have 
things to share.

The club started on the west shore in 1925 with Edwin Letts Oliver, 
Randy’s uncle, as our first commodore. Originally it was called the 
Tahoe Power Boat Club. As you have probably all seen the large photo 
from about that time in the clubhouse, the club burgee was formalized 
at that time. The club functioned as a summer only yacht club with 
events along the west shore and for a time at Obexer’s. The club’s first 
“facility” was a picnic area on the lawn of the Ehrman Family estate, 
now Sugar Pine Point State Park.

 
The club was incorporated in 1956 as the Tahoe Yacht Club, again 
with a tie in to Randy Walker who was commodore at the time and 
whose father, Randolph C. Walker, not coincidentally, had also been 
commodore from 1939 through 1940. The Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation 
was spun off as a non-profit organization in 1993 when the income 
from non-members generated by the Concourse became high enough to 
jeopardize our status as a not for profit mutual benefit corporation. In 
1995 we finally moved into our clubhouse at the Tahoe City Marina and 
became a year-around yacht club with a permanent staff.

We have had an active winter season as you will see form the photos. 
Attendance at events, particularly First Friday has been at an all-time 
(at least my time) high. I would also like to thank all of you who 
contributed your voices to the selection of the carpet in the clubhouse. 
We have come a long way to spruce things up but we aren’t finished yet. 
Please stop by to see all of the improvements made to date.

We are now approaching our busy season. Please have a look at the 
calendar of events at the back of this newsletter and plan to join with 
your friends here at the club. I’m looking forward to seeing you, 
particularly those of you who come to the lake predominately during the 
warmer weather.

Comments
from the

Commodore 
FRED GREIFENSTEIN 
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Hello from all of us at the clubhouse! We 
hope we see you soon and often this 

summer. The weather is perfect, the lake is 
beautiful and our activities on the water and 
at the club are ready to go. If you take a look 
at the calendar that is enclosed you will see 
that our schedule is quite full and I truly hope 
that you will be able to attend many events.  
To kick things off this year we start with our 
annual Fizz Fling.  If the “free while they last” 
fizzes don’t bring you out, then maybe the 
thought of the Board of Directors blending 
them, or Melanie Jackson’s goodies will. 
Again this year, we have changed our annual 
Fourth of July picnic to an evening party at the 
clubhouse catered by Moe’s Original BBQ, 
and don’t forget  our clubhouse is one of the 
best spots on the North Shore to watch the 
fireworks.  

We will running our Buddy Boat program 
again this year: we acquired 2 stand up paddle 
boards, 2 single Kayaks and 1 double kayak; 
which, in addition to the 2 Lasers and 3 
Sunfishes, all are available for member use 
only, with no charge. If you are interested, 
call the office to reserve the equipment. Take 
advantage of this great TYC member benefit!
 
I would also like to remind everybody about 
the member login section on our website. 
This is a great place to check your monthly 
statements, corporate documents, look up 
roster information and update your account 
information. If you cannot remember you 
login credentials, gives us a call at the office 
and we will be happy to assist you. 

Volunteer for a Committee! Just a little bit 
of your time can help us with membership, 
hospitality, boutique, trophies, history and 
much more. Volunteering your time is a great 
way to get involved with YOUR club and meet 
other members with similar interests. For more 
information please contact me by email at 
gm@tahoeyc.com or by calling the club.

 I’d like to introduce 
our friendly staff for 
this upcoming summer 
season. 

Jen Hyde – Jen comes 
from Philadelphia, PA 

around the Clubhouse
from General Manager Mariana Dye

and moved to Tahoe in 2010 to ski and 
enjoy the outdoors. She obtained her B.S. 
in Biology from U.C. Santa Cruz and works 
part time as a physical therapist assistant. 
Jen joined the TYC staff in January and will 
stay on as a bartender on an on-call basis 
throughout the  summer.

Ryan Hulstyn – 
originally from Rhode 
Island, Ryan has been 
part of the TYC team 
for 2 years now. Ryan 
will be working with 
the hospitality as a 
bartender

Greg Barraclough – 
On the water, we’re 
happy to have Greg 
Barraclough heading 
up Race Administration 
on Wednesday nights, 
as well as setting 
courses for the popular 
O v e r - t h e - B o t t o m 
rallies.

Geno Gastelum - He is a bartender for the 
summer. Local for many years and ready to 
have a great season as the newest bar tender

Clubhouse Summer Hours
12:00 pm-8:00 pm 
Beginning Monday, May 25, our summer 
hours take effect; the clubhouse will be open 
seven days a week through Labor Day

Office hours:
Tuesday - Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Mondays
Bar Service
Daily, Noon to 8 p.m.

Happy Hour – The Best on the North Shore!
Monday thru Friday, 2-5pm – ½ off domestic 
and draft beer, house wine and well cocktails.

Bar Specials for 2015 Summer
Martini Mondays – Come visit us on Mondays 
and try one of our new exotic flavor martinis. 
Tropical Tuesdays – Feeling the heat, come 
refresh yourself at the club with one of TYC’s 

  
 Founded 1925
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  Block & Tackle Founding Editor

In Loving Memory

Sue Stout
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tropical cocktail specials every Tuesday at the 
clubhouse.
Thursday Ladies Night at TYC – Ladies get ½ 
off their first drink!

RSVP is not a four-letter word
For those events with an RSVP, be sure to make 
advance reservations for the events you are 
planning to attend; this allows both us and our 
caterers to better plan and prepare the events for 
you and your guests. Please keep in mind that 
if you cancel a reservation for an event after we 
give the final count to our caterers (the day after 
the RSVP’s are due), you might still get charges 
for the event. Once the final count is given to 
our caterers, we are charged based on that final 
number. Be assured that we do everything we 
can to avoid such member charges.

Looking for Something New to Wear or a 
Gift to Give?
We have a number of new summer items and 
some of the favorite classics in our boutique 
including hats and polos, jackets, tees, 
sweatshirts, belts, and we are fully stocked 
with our popular Eliza B sandals and belts. 
We’ve just unpacked a new shipment of polos 
and hoodies in children sizes, too, so you’ll find 
something for the whole family. 
Our online store is full of lots of boating gear 
and TYC logowear that make great gifts. If you 
have any questions feel free to give us a call. 
Items can be personalized with your boat name 
and all purchases online or from our boutique 
count towards your annual minimum.

More ways to spend your minimum!
I just wanted to remind everybody about 
the changes to our annual minimum. The 
annual minimum currently goes from January 
through December. All bar and retail purchases 
go towards your minimum in addition to 
advertising on our fabulous Block & Tackle 
and renting the club for private events. Don’t 
forget, members can rent the club for only a 
$300 cleaning fee, so if you have a birthday, 

anniversary, or business celebration, consider 
TYC as a venue for your event. Again this 
year, members can apply up to $100 of any 
club sponsored event towards their minimum! 
So check out our fun calendar and make 
reservations for your favorite events!

Thanks to our advertisers!
And speaking of ad sales, I want to ask all 
our members to please consider our Block & 
Tackle advertisers when needing a new service 
or product. Some are members of TYC, a half 
dozen have been supporting us for a number of 
years, and the revenue we receive from their 
advertising buy goes right back into our Block 
& Tackle for printing and mailing.  Be sure 
to tell them you saw their ad in our magazine 
and newsletters. This will encourage them 
to continue advertising and supporting our 
publications! For information about advertising 
in the Block and Tackle please contact Ryan 
Hulstyn or myself by email or give us a call at 
the office. 

A special thank you to our neighbors Steve 
Silveira & Diane Forbes from Alpine Home, 
for letting us borrow their rattan deer & alpine 
trees to greet members at our fabulous Winter 
Wonderland Party. Alpine Home provides 
furniture, accessories, rugs, lighting and interior 
design. They have been open for 2 years now, 
so next time you come to the club, stop by 
Alpine Home and check out what is new in 

the store.   

I look forward to seeing all of you at the club 
or one of our offsite events. Check our calendar 
and make your reservations as early as possible 
to secure your spot. Happy summer!

Around the Clubhouse (Continued)

Please let me introduce Allicia Faraco, our 
new Events Coordinator.

She has lived and worked in the Tahoe City – 
Truckee area since 2001. She currently lives 
in Tahoe City, very near the clubhouse, with 
her husband of five years, Roman. They are 
expecting their first child in December. Allicia 
has a BA in Psychology from University 
of Nevada, Reno and a Master’s degree in 
Healthcare Administration from University 
of Phoenix. She has very good client facing 
skills and has thrown herself into learning the 
key Tahoe Yacht Club systems and procedures 
(even though she has been on board for only 
four days). 

Allicia will be responsible for club events, 
working with the Hospitality Committee. She 
will take over responsibility for selling private 
parties and advertising in the Block and 
Tackle as well as sponsorships. 

She will also work on an overhaul of our web 
site and, once the summer is over, will be 
presenting to the Board proposals for a social 
media presence for the club.

She is enthusiastic about planning, 
coordinating, and attending some of the great 
TYC events over the next year. 

Please feel free to contact her with any 
questions about upcoming events, private 
event requests, marketing questions and any 
other comments or suggestions to increase 
attendance at our events. 

She is looking forward to an amazing season 
and hopes to meet each and every one of the 
members and their families.

Newest 
Staff Member 
Allicia Faraco
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Rick  Raduziner 530.308.1628 
Rick@TahoeRick.com 

TahoeRick.com 
BRE #01033083 

Beautifully Constructed Custom Home 
Stunning Cedar Flat 4bd, 3.5ba mountain retreat. 
Peaceful sunny setting.  Chef’s  kitchen, exquisite 
master suite, office and large private sun deck for 
entertaining. HOA Park, Pier and Buoy Field. 
Offered at $1,299,000 

Ski-In and Ski-Out Squaw Valley Condo  
Squaw Valley Lodge 2bd, 2ba unit with a unique 
lock-off feature. HOA amenities include an out-
door pool and spa, indoor spas, work out facility, 
on-sight rental management and covered parking. 
Offered at $799,000 
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Hello fellow TYC Members, as I am 
writing this, it is April and currently 

snowing, really snowing.  Snowing a lot more 
than it did in January and February.  Crazy.   
As the snowflakes are falling, I can't help but 
think about the upcoming summer activities 
that my wife Jill and I enjoy so much at Lake 
Tahoe.  Power boating in the OTB's, Laser 
dinghy racing, Beer Can keel boat races, 
the Gin Fizz and Big Kahuna parties, stand 
up paddle boarding and kayaking.  Hmmm 
- these are all TYC events and free member 
benefits.  The most important benefit for us is 
all the great friends we have made as a result 
of being part of the TYC family.  The TYC 
truly is a great investment in friendships and 
fun.   

The TYC had an exceptional year in 2014 
attracting 47 new members.  Welcome all 
new 2014 and 2015 members!  Our success is 
mostly attributed to:
1.  All of you for introducing the TYC to your 
friends and welcoming our new members. 
2.  Our 4,700 piece mail out with its greatest 
response from Incline Village.        
3.  An improving economy.  

Membership by the numbers:
Our membership goal for this year is to attract 
30 new members.  With a little luck and help 
from all of you "Boosters" we hope to exceed 
this expectation.  It is critical for the financial 
health of the club that we continue to grow 
our membership. Our peak membership in 
2003 was just 511.  Today we have a total 
of 317 members.  The breakdown is: 249 
regular members, 18 non-resident members, 
7 Young Adult members, 5 Jr. Members and 
1 Conner Crew Member, 4 Honorary Guest 
Membership, 4 Honorary Memberships and 
29 Staff Commodores. 

2015 Membership Drive Agenda: 
1.  5,500 direct mail piece to a select group 
of property owners in Incline Village, North/
West shores of Lake Tahoe, Truckee,  Martis 
Camp, Lahontan, Northstar, Schaffer's Mill, 
Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows.   
2.  Distribute membership packets to all of 
the marinas, boat dealerships and other special 
placement locations.  
3.  Submit more press release occurrences 
of TYC sailing/motorboat activities and 
functions. 
4.  Submit to HOA's our membership 
solicitation letter and ask that it be included in 
their membership mass emails.
5.  Membership information including our 
application and promotional DVD is on our 
website for easy access.  Direct your friends 
to www.tahoeyc.com 
6.  Please contact us with your ideas on 
growing our membership. 

Accomplishing the agenda above requires 
a team to execute it.  A big thank you goes 
out to the Membership Committee team 
consisting of Judd and Margaret Holiday, 
Chuck and Cindy Pfaff and Terry Clapham.   
Also a shout out is in order to our incredible 
support staff consisting of Mariana Dye and 
Ryan Hulstyn and Allicia Faraco    

See you at the club and Happy Summer!
Rick Raduziner
Membership Committee Chair

Membership 
report

Jill and Rear Commodore, Membership chairman, Rick Raduziner

Chuck and Cindy Pfaff

Judd and director Margaret 
Holiday 
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Steve had his first mid-life crisis at the ripe 
old age of 27, purchasing and living aboard 
his Morgan Out Island 51’, “Relentless”, 
on the SF Bay. He was first introduced to 
TYC while racing in multiple trans-Tahoe 
on his co-owned, Santa Cruz based, Melges 
24, “Wild Thing.” Steve is co-owner of 
Waterproofing Associates, a commercial 
roofing and waterproofing company in 
Mountain View, CA. Jodi’s consulting 
practice in Organizational Psychology, 
Hutech Group, has been in business for over 
20 years. They recently purchased a Maxum 
41, “Paradise Found,” in slip F27 and look 
forward to meeting the members of TYC. 
 

Sol & Robin Gold
Petaluma & Tahoma, CA
Regular Membership approved April 2015
Sponsor:  Deborah Selak
Second:  Becky Arnold

Sol & Robin have been enjoying the beauty 
of Lake Tahoe for most of their lives (Sol has 
been coming up to the West Shore for more 
than 50 years), while residents of Petaluma, 
CA. Sol is a retired firefighter from Marin and 
works part-time for Hall Wines in St. Helena. 
Robin has been involved in retail banking 
for over 30 years and currently works for 
Union Bank. Their son, Michael, also lives 
in Petaluma and works for Hall Wines. The 
Golds realized a life-long dream of building 
a new home in Tahoe and love to entertain. 
They look forward to making new friends and 
getting involved in the many social activities 
of the Tahoe Yacht Club. Someday, even a 
boat may even come into the picture.

John Siegel & Erica Mattson
Tahoe City
Regular Membership 
approved February 2015
Sponsor:  Jim Mullen
Second:  Stacy Conner

John and Erica live in Dollar Point where 
they are adjusting to full-time life at the lake.  
John, a retired software executive, and Erica, 
a realtor with Pacific Union, are competitive 
sailors racing a Moore 24 (and Lasers).  John 
is former Chairman of the Board of the StFYC 
where for many years he raced a Tahoe City-
built Wylie 42 (Scorpio) in many offshore and 
west coast events.  Erica is currently board 
Secretary of the StFYC and was a member of 
the US Sailing Team racing Europe dinghies 
during the 1990s.  Both are excited to be 
members of TYC.
 

Steve & Jodi Nash
Los Gatos & Squaw Valley, CA
Regular Membership approved April 2015
Sponsor:  Mickey Gregory
Second:  Judd Holiday  

Welcome TYC’s

NEWEST MEMBERS

Dates are to be determined.  We are trying 
for Mondays so that golfers can stay over 
the weekend to play (Fridays are the busiest 
golf days at all courses, so we can't get good 
times or rates). 
 
We will use Northstar as our home course 
because of price and availability and they can 
also accommodate 9 and 18 hole players at 
the same time.  
 
Other courses being considered are Old 
Brockway, Coyote Moon and Tahoe Donner.
 
Tentative dates:
Monday, June 29
Mondays, July 13 and 20
Mondays, August 17 and 31

Last tournament of the season will be 
Thursday, September 3rd or Friday, 
September 4th.
 
Final decision will be made on courses, 
dates and times the last part of April.  At that 
time, a schedule will be mailed to all TYC 
members.
 

We hope that at least 
3 foursomes will turn 
out to play 18 holes 
and 2 foursomes will 
turn out to play 9 
holes.
 
Hope to see many of 
you on the course with 
us this summer.
 

The Eagles will 
be Playing 6 
Tournaments this 
Summer

Les Schwoob
Roger Rempfer
Guest Rom Gibbs
Guest Gene
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In a “Low” water year like this, water depth issues will be a major 
concern this summer for Lake Tahoe boaters. With the lake sitting 

near or below the natural rim, boaters will be challenged to avoid 
underwater obstacles that usually aren’t an issue. A boaters memory of 
“safe” or deep enough areas to safely take the boat may be challenged 
and the idea of a “safe distance” from shore should be increased. Harbor 
channels and marina slips will be shallower and present more depth 
and navigation challenges. So how do boaters stay out of trouble and 
avoid new shallow water obstacles? Here are some tips that I’ve learned 
through the years.

1. Slow down.
          When boating closer to shore, speed can be dangerous. Lake 
Tahoe is a very clear lake but when speeding, the captain's reaction time 
may not be fast enough to change course or slow down as you approach 
a rock or shallow area. Slowing down can help you recognize dangers 
and minimize damage in the event of impact or grounding.

2. Read the water.
          This is where those high-tech polarized sunglasses come in 
handy. As you’re underway, you’ll be able to see a variety of different 
colors under water. Look for drastic changes in color and be aware 
darker usually means deeper.

3. Use your electronics.
          Check your depth sounder often and consider buying a chart 
with accurate soundings of the lake. Also, know your boats draft. The 
owner’s manual for your boat usually has this information.
Don’t rely on your knowledge of the lake during a normal water year. 
During low water conditions, it’s a new lake with new obstacles.
Consider buying an aluminum propeller to replace your stainless steel 
one. Aluminum props are less efficient, but if you hit bottom they tend 
to break or bend easily and this will save your drive.
To help you with avoiding issues in our Marina, we recently completed 
a dredging project. The dredging took place from the South side of 
the fuel dock all the way to our launch/haul-out facilities. After it was 
completed, our average depth along that route changed from 3 feet to 6 
feet, many of the larger rocks have also been removed.
We’ll see you this summer!

Steve Diel, Harbor Master

LAND & SHOREZONE CONSULTANTS
                      PROJECT GUIDANCE & STRATEGIES

                                     REGULATORY ADVISORS & AGENTS

(530) 581-1640 or (775) 832-9300  ·  www.aganconsulting.com 

Low Water
Ken Agan



Block & Tackle / SUMMeR 2015 11

This year’s rowing regatta, to be held at our usual location in King’s Beach on Saturday, June 
13, has been dubbed “The Last Hurrah.”  Our three long-time race organizers – Shirwin 

Smith, Sunny Blende and TYC-member Sue Campbell -- have decided to step down from race 
organizing and are currently looking for replacements.  Come celebrate the last year of the 
Rowing Regatta. We are hoping for lots of rowers, lots of reminiscing and lots of fun!

We will need our usual cadre of chase boat volunteers to help monitor the rowers progress 
around the two courses and make sure help is available if needed.  Rich Stout has served us well 
for the past many years with Navy Blue as our lovely committee boat, and we’re hoping he will 
be at the helm for our, "Last Hurrah".  We hope to have four more chase boat besides, so if you 
are interested, please contact Sue Campbell at suecampbell21@aol.com.  Small power boats 
(i.e., ski boats) are best.  We also could use a few ride-alongs to be eyes and ears.

Our final pre-race pasta dinner will be held at the clubhouse on Friday evening, June 12, so if 
you happen to be there, please give our rowers lots of encouragement and definitely a last big 
hurrah!

NORTH TAHOE ROWING 
REGATTA – JUNE 13

   J.R. KRAUSS LTD.
SHORELINE CONSTRUCTION, NEW OR REPAIRS, 

BOATLIFTS, ADJUSTABLE CATWALKS 

CA LIC #580291
NV LIC #40421 

(530) 362-1161
jrkrauss.com

After a fantastic regular season last 
summer, the Tahoe Yacht Club Bocce 

Ball team was in first place going into the end 
of the year tournament.   I am sad to report we 
were blown out in the first round.  Apparently 
no points were awarded for appetizer 
consumption or wine drinking.  After an off 
season of extensive psycho therapy we have 
elected to try it again this summer.  

As any professional sports team would do 
after losing early in the playoffs, we have 
fired our coach, quadrupled the salary and 
gone in a different direction.  

  The season consists of a commitment of 1 
hour each Thursday night under the stars at 
Wolfdales.  Cost is $20.00 per player for the 
season, which includes Wolfdale's appetizers 
each night. It really is a great time.  We aim 
again to have enough players on the team to 
be able to cover for folks who cannot attend. 

If you know how to play Bocce and are 
interested, have your agent email or call Judd 
Holiday at jmholdy@hotmail.com

Tahoe Yacht Club 
Bocce Ball Team
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Early Days at the Club

 1936 Tahoe Power Boat Club regatta

Bob Rockefeller with trophy from Staff Commodore 
Henry Kaiser, 1956 

Staff Commodore Henry Kaiser at the wheel of Hornet II with wife Bess, 1936

Motor boat race course 1936

Hurricane Hydroplane 1953 by Staff Commodore Bill Briner

TAHOE YACHT CLUB



Block & Tackle / SUMMeR 2015 13

Early Days at the Club

T L U X P . C O M      8 0 0 . 5 8 1 . 8 8 2 8CA BRE #01431063 

NV RED #B0027100

luxury vacation rentals 3 of our 150+ premier vacation rentals

t a h o e  l u x u r y  p r o p e r t i e s
� � � � � � � � � �

�

GOLD COAST LAKEFRONT

4 bedrooms & 4 baths, sleeps 12, from $1,000/night
TEWESI MANOR LAKEFRONT

9 bedrooms & 6 baths, sleeps 12, from $3,650/night
GREYSTONE LAKEFRONT

6 bedrooms & 6 baths, sleeps 18, from $7,350/night

luxury real estate view active listings at TLUXP.com

Renowned for uncompromised elegance, baronial grace and harmonious grounds, The Champagne Estate offers sterling denotation of the world’s fi nest luxury living.
Panoramic lake views, 16,034 sq ft, 12 acres, 9 full baths & 2 half baths, 10 fi replaces, 2,500 bottle wine cellar, 4+ car garage. Offered at $14,995,000

THE CHAMPAGNE ESTATE - Incline Village, NV

CARNELIAN BAY LAKEFRONT

Sold in 2015 for $8,050,000  (buyer rep)

SO
L  D

DOLLAR POINT LAKEFRONT

Sold in 2014 for $5,850,000 (seller rep)  

SO
L  D

WEST SHORE LAKEFRONT PARCEL

Deep Water Pier, Listed for $3,250,000

ACTIV
E
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Pilgrims, welcome to Lake Tahoe Summer 2015!  If April Showers 
continue, our flowers will be bobbing white buoys on the lake. 

Beginning in June what a wonderful sight to see all your boats tied up 
safely, in anticipation of a season full of boating and Over-the-Bottom 
events. This year’s schedule is quickly shaping up with the following 
race dates set, so please mark your calendars and stay posted regarding 
Restaurant start locations that have yet to be determined.

The 28th season of Tahoe Yacht Club’s Over-The-Bottom (OTB) series 
casts off Friday, June 19th with the Kick-off Cocktail Party at the Club; 
an event not to be missed.  We look forward to you, your crew and 
interested new boaters joining others to become acquainted with the 
OTB family and activities we have planned.

At least two of the series events will hold their 
awards ceremony back at the Club with funds 
budgeted for post-race appetizers or lite sandwiches.  
At least two events will end at a favorite Lake 
Tahoe restaurant location where you can enjoy 
lunch or just a casual drink while the race results are 
tallied. We will be in contact with both the marina 
and the pier west of the Club to make as much room 
for boats to dock and join us immediately after the 
race.

Cost for the five race series will be just $120, and 
includes two Award Luncheon participants.  Each 
individual race event will continue to be $35, so we 
hope to motivate all of you to join us for at least 
three of the events this year as participants in the 
full series. (The end of season Awards Luncheon is 
estimated to cost $35 for all additional participants 
making the ‘series’ a very attractive price). With the 

additional, sixth, series (non-qualifying) race now 
included as part of the OTB Series fees, the season 
cost is a valuable way for you to support the Club’s 
season of activities.

*All Power boats are welcome to join this 
special Wooden Boat Week event.  This year it 
is a non-qualifying race added to the OTB series 
with special trophies for both the Wooden and 
non-wooden divisions.  (Please see the adjacent 
article for more details).  If you can join in the 
fun, have other non-member friends sample the 
OTB experience by calling the TYC Staff for more 
information (530-581-4700).  

Wooden Boat Week’s Over-the-Bottom returns 
to Monday and includes Members and Guests…
The Tahoe Yacht Club has decided to invite the 
Concours d’Elegance participants (and other non-
members) to join a race during our Summer Series 
with a special event to be held on Monday, August 
10th; starting (at 9am) and ending of the Tahoe 
City Marina.  Non-series Boat participants will 
pay a race fee of $35. There will be a separate start 
for wooden boats first, with Tahoe Yacht Club and 
other fiberglass boats running the same course, but 
in a separate division. 

summer 2015 tYc series events

EVENT            DATE  LOCATION  REGISTRATION
OTB Kick-off Friday, June 19th   TYC  5:30pm
OTB #1  Saturday, June 20th  TYC  8:30am on the water
OTB #2  Sunday, July 5th   TYC  8:30am on the water
OTB #3  Saturday, July 25th   West Shore Cafe 8:30am on the water
OTB #4  Saturday, Aug. 1st    Garwood's 8:30am on the water
OTB #5*  Monday, Aug. 10th   Tahoe City Marina 8:30am on the water
OTB #6  Saturday, Aug. 22nd    T.B.D. (Awards Lunch) 
      8:30am on the water

Please arrive by 8:30am for on the water registration with the event start at 9am.

*ALL POWERBOATS (wood, fiberglass or metal) are welcome to join this special Wooden 
Boat Week event, but priority will go to boats signed up for the Concours. Call TYC staff for 
more information (530-581-4700)  This event is not part of the OTB Season Series

If April Showers bring 
May flowers, what do 
May flowers bring . . .

2014 OTB overall winners, Treasurer Ray and Pat Landgraf

"The joy of victory; the agony of defeat")
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Awards for winners in each of the two groups will be presented back at the TYC clubhouse during a light brunch 
celebration that begins directly following the race at 10:30am. We are working to secure special docking in the 
TC Marina inside the break wall for the Wooden Boat participants; and create space for others at the adjacent 
pier (dependent of water levels).

This will be an additional, sixth, series (non-qualifying) race, and included as part of the OTB Series fees ($120 
for the series). For those joining for just this race, the $35 fee is for the race event only. Captains and crew will 
contribute $20 each at the door for brunch that will include a Bloody Mary bar. Cash or Member charges will 
be accepted. We know that many TYC members may not be able to take time mid-week to join this traditional 
Wooden Boat Week event, but we encourage you to try to celebrate Lake Tahoe’s summer season by adding this 
date to your schedules. Special trophies for each of the two divisions will add to the fun and rewards of club 
member participation, and our goal is to present awards at 11:30am to allow for commitments you may have on 
Monday afternoon.

CONSTRUCTION  |   ARCHITECTURE  |   DEVELOPMENT
CA 757430 • NV 0049877

www.loverdebuilders.com
rwloverde@sbcglobal.net

530 581-5533 
P.O. Box 5535, Tahoe City, CA  96145
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S U M M E R  S O C I A L  S C E N E  E V E N T S

Souper 
Saturday

Frances Pierce presents The Geology 
of Lake Tahoe to a full house

Heidi and Ward Sproat at the Souper Saturday

Port Captain and Secretary Keith Mason, Susie 
Mason, Deb Selak, Pat Landgraf and Treasurer 
Ray Landgraf 

Linda Greifenstein, Shannon Madison, Director 
Margaret Holiday, Helena Starc, Heidi Bensley 

Vice Commodore Bruce Ells with Jim and Linda 
Courcier at the Wine Dinner

Ramazotti 
Wine 

Dinner
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S U M M E R  S O C I A L  S C E N E  E V E N T S

At the beginning of the game many guests were 
hoping for a good game which it turned out to be 
in the end.

They didn't run the ball???

Admiral of the Fleet Bill Bryner 
collecting one of the pots which he 
won from Director Bill Yundt. Vice 
Commodore and Fritzie Bryner 
look on in amusement.

 Chili and snacks prepared by 
Commodore Fred and Linda 
Greifenstein

Super Bowl 
Sunday

Sunday, May 3
Come on, Football Team!!!
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Sailors are many things; however, they are, 
by and large, adrenaline junkies.  When 

the weather goes cold, foulies are substituted 
for down and the search for waves of solid 
water is on.  When Mother Nature was as 
stingy as your sister with a cookie jar when 
it came to snow this year, the usual suspects 
simply laid their boards aside and once 
again ran down the hill to the salt water.  
The dearth of weather kept the wind on the 
lighter side but TYC representatives were 
undaunted.  Sailing the Regatta Pro Series, 
Dan Hauserman’s "Personal Puff" once again 
found the top floor of the podium while 
Stephen McMillan’s "Simplicity" posted a 
circuit line score to snag 4th in the Melges 
24 Class.  James Duffy, sailing in the very 
competitive J-105 Class, found a third among 
16 competitors.  Frank Slootman, apparently 
leaving his R/P 63 in the sun for too long such 
that it is now Little Hand, a J/70, found the 
majority of races brought him seconds and 
thirds for a result of fourth in this emerging 
fleet. 

TYC Sailors 
Continue 
Where They 
Left Off 

Congratulations to Frank Slootman and his crew on Invisible Hand for their victory in  the 2015 
Spinnaker Cup overall. This extends their successful season after having won the Newport to 
Cabo San Lucas yacht race in Marque.

The Berkeley Midwinters, a normally well attended regatta, attracted the focus of Bryce Griffith. 
Bryce used his "Arch Angel"  to post a bullet in Division A for the Saturday series.  The Angel 
apparently needed some divine intervention to climb any higher than fourth when the fleet 
winners raced at the end of the season.

The larger boats sailed in the Corinthian YC Midwinters and the series sponsored by the Golden 
Gate Yacht Club.  Sailing their yellow sistership "Wicked Sister" in the latter series, John Corda 
and Rich Corcier pummeled the fast fleet to snag the coveted prize. Racer X posted a 3rd in 
the first race and remained competitive thereafter but behind the yellow Sister.  The result 
was exchanged in the Corinthians where Racer X, guided by Gary Redelberger and Michael 
Rosenauer, topped Wicked Sister by a point. 
 
While nobody reported a sleigh ride that usually accompanies the winter weather systems, the 
racing was not without its excitement.  The light year, when measured against prior years where 
the winds have been heavier, has demonstrated that TYC sailors are talented in all measure 
of conditions.  A review of prior years’ results demonstrates that they are a remarkable bunch 
winning if need be by crouching on the 
leeward rail in the light breeze and hiking like 
mad out the back when the fire hose is on. This 
demonstrates the quality of the TYC program 
and dedication of its participants. 
 
Staff Reports

Rear Commodore Rick Raduziner and Dan 
Hauserman planning this year's sailing 

events at the Fondue Potluck



Block & Tackle / SUMMeR 2015 19



Block & Tackle / SUMMeR 2015 20

Another well below average winter has left 
us all wondering.  There will be some 

challenges ahead, especially for sailboats 
with keels!  Where there is a will there is a 
way, so we are going to do our best to make 
sure sailboat racing is there for as many as 
possible. 

Here is what we are talking about:

Laser Racing
The Laser Fleet is excited for this season's 
good times out on Lake Tahoe.  We race 
throughout the summer every Monday night 
beginning on Memorial Day.  The Spring 
and Summer series are 7 weeks each.  Since 
we can never get enough racing in, we finish 
up the season with the annual two day Kip 

Lar Rieu Laser Fleet 
Championships.  This 
regatta attracts some of 
the best Laser sailors 
in Northern CA.   We 
owe a big thank you to 

our sponsors, Jakes on the Lake, Sunnyside 
and Moe's.  These great restaurants sponsor 
our engraved award glasses that we give out 
weekly while we swap sailing stories over 
dinner at their establishment. 

We have up to four coed fleets racing each 
week.  Laser Standards, Laser Radial (smaller 
sail), Laser Picos (Jr's) and we are adding 
back in our fun, no stress Laser Standard "B" 
fleet.  If you have some basic boat handling 
skills and want to come out to play, the "B" 
fleet is a great way to get involved.  Contact 
the office or Rick Raduziner (Laser Fleet 
Captain) for more information.  

The Lake Forest Boat Ramp was revamped 
over the winter making it wider and the 
marina area was dredged.  This should help 
us get in the water more safely allowing 
more room for interaction with the trailered 
motorboats.  

We added a new Laser Pico to our “Buddy 
Boat" program.  This is an excellent learn to 

Where Did The Lake Go?

sail dinghy for both single handed and double 
handed adult/child experiences.  Our Buddy 
Boat fleet now consists of two Lasers, three 
Sunfishes and one Laser Pico.  These boats are 
free for our members to use.  You can check 
out the sail bag at the clubhouse.  Thank 
you to our TYC members that donated these 
terrific boats! 

We want everyone to know that dinghy 
sailboat racing is really fun.  Both fun to 
participate in and really fun to watch too, if 
you are out in your boat on a Monday night, 
please motor over to the race area and watch 
the races.  You are sure to delight in the tight 
boat to boat competition and will definitely 
witness some fabulous boat handling skills.  

Wednesday Night Beer Can Racing   
The Beer Can series kicks in just 2 days 
after the lasers and is always a highlight of 
the Tahoe sailing scene.  This year, Beer Can 
racing begins on May 27th and concludes 
with the not to miss Beer Can ball awards 
ceremony on August 26th.  We are again 
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offering the Spring and Summer race series 
with 7 nights of racing per series.  We hope 
to have three classes of racing.  Division 
One consists of the fastest boats we have.  
However, it is yet to be determined if these 
larger boats will be able to get both in and 
back out of Tahoe this year due to the low 
water level.  We sure hope so.  Division 2 
is for medium fast boats with PHRF ratings 
(handicaps to level the playing field) between 
57 and 87.  Division 3 is our largest division, 
consisting of boats with PHRF ratings of 90 
or more.  Wednesday evenings are all about 
good times and competitive fun on the water.  
Afterwards, the fish… er uh… sailing stories 
are resonating back at the club so if you want 
to hear some pretty tall tales be sure to stop by 
after the races!
  
Restaurant Race Series
The annual Erik Arnold Memorial Restaurant 
Race Series has been put on hold this year.  
Instead, we will be focusing efforts on just 
one restaurant race of the Garwoods Regatta, 
scheduled for Sat. July 25th at 3 PM.  Be sure 
to look for us racing in front of Garwoods that 
day.

Trans Tahoe
 This year will be the 52nd running of our 
biggest sailing event of the year. The Trans 
Tahoe is a distance race that offers a bit of 
everything and is sure to once again attract 
boats of all shapes and sizes including a large 
Corsair trimaran class and the return of the 
Open 5.7’s. Most years it is a 20-35 mile race 
(depending on wind conditions and boat type).  
There will be a warm up race Friday, July 
10th, followed by the all day race on Sat. July 
11th and awards lunch on Sunday the 12th at 
noon.  We can’t wait!

As you can see, there will be many exciting 
events.  If you are looking to crew on a boat 
or are a boat owner looking for crew, feel 
free to contact the club and we will spread 
the word for you.  Also, we are often looking 
for help in running races so if you know of 
someone with sailing or race organization 
skills, please let us know.  We just may need 
them.

Many thanks to all volunteers and especially 
to the following race organizers for making 
everything run so well:  Jim and Lynn Mullen 
& family (Trans Tahoe), Gary and Lynn 
Redelberger (Wednesday Night Beer Can), 
Rick Raduziner (Laser Races) and TYC staff, 
Greg Barraclough, Stacy Conner, John Siegel 
and others (Committee Boat).  

Come join us from 3 PM-5 PM before 
First Friday's this summer, May through 

September, for bridge at Tahoe Yacht Club.  

All levels of play are welcome!
The club staff will send out an email re-
minder the Wednesday before, so you have 
a chance to RSVP. Pat will contact those 
interested, so you will know that we have 
the minimum 4 players.

Contact Pat Landgraf by email if you are 
interested at RPplus3@aol.com

Friendly 
Bridge

Bridge Dates
 
May 1, 3-5 PM
 
June 5, 3-5 PM
 
July 3, 3-5 PM

 
August 7, 3-5 PM
 
September 4, 3-5 PM
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Pacific Inter-Club Yacht 
Association News & Articles

As most club members know, TYC is 
a long-time member of the Pacific 

Inter-Club Yacht Association (PICYA).  The 
PICYA was formed in San Francisco in 
1896, to improve communication between 
yacht clubs, provide uniform racing rules, 
and encourage yachting. From the 5 
chartering clubs, today 100 member clubs 
in Northern California have a combined 
membership of approximately 15,600 
boating families.

Recent / Upcoming PICYA activities:

Leadership Conference (Aeolian Yacht 
Club, Alameda 3/21/15) – The Spring 

Leadership Conference was well attended, 
with 93 attendees, about a third of which 
were “new faces”.  Conference agenda 
included:

•	 Matt Thompson, United 
States Coast Guard, Response 
Department Head, CDR 

•	 Leonard Cardoza CEP, 
Ret. Commander & District 
Engineer of San Francisco 
District Corps of Engineers

•	 Col. Christopher Conlin, 
Deputy Director of California 
Parks and Recreation

•	 Lorianna Kastrop, Port 

Commissioner, Port of Redwood 
City, Serving Silicon Valley

•	 Jerry Desmond Jr. & Greg 
Gibeson, Recreational Boaters of 
California

•	 Sergeant Paul Beard, Contra 
Costa County, Office of the 
Sheriff, Marine/Air Support 
Services

•	 Using PICYA as a Resource for 
Your Yacht Club, Lenora Clark,  

•	 How to Avoid Liability Claims 
and How to Insure Against 
Financial Disaster, Joan Marsh

•	 PICYA Brief Committee Updates 
- Club of the Year, Opening Day, 
Wheelchair Regatta

•	 Leadership Forum – Relevant 
Questions Answered by Leaders 
that have “Been There                

2015 J/24 National Championships 
(Berkeley YC, 20-24 May 2015) – The 
Berkeley Yacht Club is the host for this year’s 
event.  For information, see;
http://www.2015j24nationalssfbay.com/                               

Recreational Boaters of California (RBOC) 
– PICYI created Recreational Boaters of 
California (RBOC) in 1968 as a governmental 
advocacy organization representing California 
boaters. It is committed to promoting the 
enjoyment, protection, and responsible use 
of our waterways. RBOC continues to work 
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a number of issues with real importance to the recreational boating 
community.  

Current hot issues include:

Issues related to the California Drought - Plans seem to be 
going ahead for saltwater incursion barriers in the Delta (False 
River, Steamboat Slough and Sutter Slough). RBOC is not 
supportive of this – not convinced it will be effective. Who/when 
will the barriers be removed when no longer needed?  New State 
staffing (Division of Boating and Waterways) has be approved for 
invasive species work – of particular concern is the water hyacinth 
problem in the Delta, which has become an even bigger concern 
with the low/warm water conditions brought on by the severe 
California drought.

SB 1162 Copper Bottom Paint – The EPA is expected to issue 
in the near term an opinion regarding toxicity limits related to the 
copper-based anti-fouling coatings. While not an issue for boaters in 
the Lake Tahoe basin, this issue is of concern for salt water boating 
throughout California and for those TYC members that also boat in 
the Bay.

Renewable Fuel Standard – Still an open issue. At issue is a 
proposal to reduce the amount of corn ethanol mandated under 
the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) to a level that does not create 
damage or safety concerns in recreational boat engines (stay at 
10% or less vs a move to 15%).

Support RBOC Efforts - TYC members are encouraged to support the 
efforts of RBOC on our behalf by donating to RBOC as part of your 
annual TYC membership renewal. At the April PICYA meeting at the 

Pittsburg Yacht Club, the TYC donated $1,100 to RBOC, funded by 
contributions from our members.  Keep up the good work!

PICYA Reciprocal Privileges – As the travel season nears, keep in 
mind that as a member of the Tahoe Yacht Club, you may have access 
to yacht clubs around the state, the US and the world.  But reciprocity 
is NOT a given – club policies vary.  The best course is to ask Club 
Manager Mariana to call to verify requirements and/or to send a letter of 
introduction prior to your arrival.

With the low water levels this year, as boating season approaches, be 
careful!  A bent prop (or worse) can ruin your whole day!

Bill Krivan
PICYA Delegate

wood-fired greek seafood and locally-sourced california cuisine
enjoy  10%  off  lakeside  dining

SERVING BREAKFAST, BRUNCH/LUNCH, HAPPY HOUR AND DINNER. 10% OFF FOOD ONLY. EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2015.
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90th Anniversary Evening at 
Tahoe Maritime Museum 
  

Mark your calendars for August 15, the Saturday following the 
Concourse d’Elegance, for an early evening as guests of Tahoe 

Maritime Museum. We will be privileged to attend, from 5:30-7:30pm, 
a private Tahoe Yacht Club members-only 90th Anniversary viewing 
and presentation featuring the exciting Tahoe powerboat racing tradition 
which was the hallmark of our club’s origins.

For those who will not have seen the 2015 TMM exhibit, this 
collaborative event provides a unique opportunity to combine a social 
evening with a glimpse into the grandeur that accompanied power racing 
moguls like Kaiser, Dollar, Ehrman, Metcalf, Townsend, Fleishacker, 
Harrah and others. Not surprisingly, Tahoe Maritime Museum founders, 
leadership and many supporters of the past, as well as today, were/are 
also TYC members and a number are past commodores.  We hope this 
event will stimulate expanded collaboration between TYC and TMM. 

The Museum will be open exclusively to Tahoe Yacht Club members 
for a private viewing of the 2015 exhibit, “Racing Tahoe: Post World 
War II Powerboats,” featuring the boats and artifacts from the historic 
powerboat racing days dating back to our predecessor Tahoe Power 
Boat Club. Following an hour of viewing, socializing, beverages (wine 
and soft drinks) and light appetizers there will be a talk and video/
photo presentation about the historic racing boats, illustrious owner/
competitors, and race events that were hallmarks of Tahoe through the 
20th century. 
 
The museum capacity will limit us to 75 attendees, so RSVP early to 
assure your place. Parking will be available in the Museum lot and on 
the adjacent street or in the Homewood parking area across the access 
road. 
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On Saturday Jan 28th, Joe and Norma 
Ramazzotti returned to the club to share 

their Italian varietals that they produce in 
Geyserville. An Italian themed dinner was 
prepared by Commodore Fred Greifenstein 
with a little help from his friends. Joe and 
Norma poured Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc, 
a Super Tuscan blend, and a Sangiovese. The 
food and wine was great and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by our members.

On Saturday April 18th, Erin Crain of Blends 
introduced members to a Chardonnay and 

several Malbecs from Argentinian wineries 
that her company, Bends, own. Blends also 
own Renwood Winery and Erin shared their 
Grandpere Zinfandel with us. Members 
brought in appetizers to share and the evening 
was both educational and enjoyable.

Coming up, on Saturday June 27th, new 
members Sol and Robin Gold will pair 
wines with small plates prepared by Paul and 
Deborah Selak. Sol works for Hall Winery and 
will bring several of their Napa and Sonoma 
wines for members to taste and enjoy. We’ll be 
sending out more information on the pairings 
and price for this new event. Please mark your 
calendars for a wine and small plates pairing.

By Ray Landgraf

A selection of wines from the Ramazotti 
winery for our Italian dinner which was 
prepared by Commodore Fred and Linda 
Greifenstein with Pat Langraf.

Wine Events 
at TYC

H. Bud Tollette
Senior Packaging Consultant
hbtollette@vinperfect.com

Wine’s First Perfect Closure
VinPerfect, Inc.

831 Latour Court, Suite B1
Napa, CA 94558

707.252.2155  | f 707.252.2166
v i n p e r f e c t . co m

Lynn Hurst and Julie Weed having a 
good time

Wendy Poore enjoying the event
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March 
First Friday

PICYA delegate Bill and Terry Krivan 

Les Schwoob, Bill Means, Pat Butler 

Ted Warburton, Judy & Bill Echols, Betsy & Kent Lieginger-

36
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St. Patrick's Day when we learn 
that Director Bill Yundt can sing. 

 Barry Ludwig and Staff Commodore 
John Utter at the Fondue Potluck

Wes Schimmelpfennig, Port Captain Keith 
Mason & Susie Mason with Staff Com-
modore Jimmy Gregory at the Fondue 
Potluck

Walter Nelson, Pat and Vern Lucas.

Fred McElroy and
Alice Heiman

Potluck / Fondue 

Potluck and  
Fondue Events
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The Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation is proud to 
announce the 43rd annual Concours d'Elegance 
to be held at Obexer's Boat Company on 
August 7th and 8th on the West Shore of Lake 
Tahoe. The Friday show will run from 10:00 
am until 4:30 pm with awards following at 
6:00 pm. The Saturday show will run from 
9:00 am until 4:30 pm with a roar off at 4:00 
pm.

“Based on last year’s impressive reviews, 
we’re thrilled to combine the rich history 
and open shoreline vistas of Obexer’s with 
the country’s premier wooden boat show,” 
Foundation Chairman, Doug Ball said. 
“Skeptics questioned if it could be done. As 
the highest attended show to date, last year’s 
maritime enthusiasts answered proudly. With 
ingenuity, dedicated work, and a unified team 
of experts, we showcased more than 70 of the 
most prestigious wooden boats from all over 
the globe in the most remarkable and intimate 
of settings, and the results were magnificent. 
We have the right team in place to ensure an 
even more enjoyable, if not thunderous, show 
for 2015.”

The Concours d'Elegance was created out of 
passion for restoring old boats to their original 
glory and showing them off for friends. It 
has since grown into a competition and is 
judged based on a nationally-acclaimed 100 
point system. This point system looks at boat 
restoration based on the factory standards 
for that particular boat and the class the boat 
belongs to. Each class has multiple chances 
to win first, second, and third place prizes 
so each boat is looked at individually until 
the perpetual awards are chosen. The event 
began in 1972 when a group of Tahoe Yacht 
Club members brought together their wooden 
boats to share their passion for the older boats 
in this country. When the Tahoe Yacht Club 
Foundation started in 1994, this event and the 

money generated from this event for entry fees 
were used as donations to other organizations 
and charities focused on providing education 
and opportunities to learn maritime skills to 
better serve the Lake Tahoe community.  

Each year, several of the best antique and 
vintage boats in North America come to this 
event to be scored in a variety of different 
classes. One such class is the Marque Class, 
which this year focuses on wooden boats 
powered by V-12 engines. V-12 engines have 
been powering exotic wooden boats since the 
high speed runabout, especially race boats back 
to the first aero-engine marine conversions 
during World War I. Lake Tahoe boasts more 
vintage V-12 powered runabouts in regular use 
than anywhere else in the world, which fits 
easily into this year’s theme for this class.

The wooden boat show starts with an 
Opening Gala to be held at Chambers Landing 
Restaurant on August the 6th. If you haven’t 
had enough fun by then, come to the First 
Friday at the clubhouse on Friday August 
7th at 5 pm. On August 9th is the Ladies’ 
Luncheon and Men's Grill with ticketing 
and venue information available on www.
laketahoeconcours.com . The final official 
event is a Woodie Over The Bottom event held 
on August 10th from 10:30 am to 2:30 pm. The 
Woodie Over The Bottom is an obstacle course 
with a time set by a professional boater. The 
goal is to complete the course as closely to the 
set time as possible with a perfect score as 0.             
On August 11th at 6pm the Tahoe Yacht Club 
will be hosting the traditional Mahogany 
Magic slideshow at the clubhouse. Come see 
pictures of the highlights of the show and 
maybe see yourself and friends. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Liquid Blue Events at (775) 851-4444 
for more information.

Hornet II, a 1930 29'6" Gar Wood step-
hull hydroplane, originally owned and 
raced by famed industrialist and 1938 
Tahoe Yacht Club Commodore Henry J. 
Kaiser, Sr., exits the Sierra Boat Company 
marina following a recent Concours 
d'Elegance show.

Three of four featured boats on the 
U.S. Postal Service's 2007 "Vintage 
Mahogany Speedboats" first-class 
stamps (from background, l to r): 
Thunderbird, 1939 55'5" Hacker-Craft 
Commuter; Dispatch, 1931 33' Gar 
Wood Triple Cockpit Runabout, and 
Duckers, 1954 Chris-Craft Racing 
Runabout.

Thunderbird, flying the burgee of Tahoe 
Yacht Club, approaches her home at 
Thunderbird Lodge on Lake Tahoe's 
east shore. Her original owner, the 
late George Whittell, had the 100-ft. 
boathouse, partially carved into solid 
rock, built especially for the Hacker-
designed commuter prior to her delivery 
and launch in the summer of 1940.

2015 Concours d'Elegance
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This coming ski season will be a little different, depending on snow, 
of course, but also with the hosting of each event, pot lucks and 

lunches but always plenty of excitement, challenges and comradery, 
highlighting just plain good fun!   

To help coordinate each event we need the participation of skiers to 
show up on time so we can start off together.  

Meeting times on most events will be 9:15.  That means we take off to 
the lift at 9:30.  Extensive new snow-making at Squaw Valley should 
enhance the early and late seasons.  Most of the Penguin dates are on a 
Friday, but we may arrange to meet at 9:30 on Sundays at Squaw Valley 
or other destinations.  So look for your email updates.  

Unfortunately, Alan Ramsey and John Twomey will probably not be 
leading the group, so Pat Lucas as volunteered to help out with the 
assistance of other members.  Our ski week will be January 29th to 
February 8th, skiing my favorite resort, Ischgl, Austria.  During that time 
period perhaps other members will wish to ski Sun Valley, Deer Valley 
or perhaps, Mammoth Mountain.  

Let me know if you would like me to coordinate the adventure.  All 
skiers are welcome and also your friends. So let’s have a great season!

Article by Pat Lucas 

TYC 
Penguin’s 
Ski Club  
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