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mer, hopefully returing next winter with more 
new Penguin skiers.) All the racers completed 
two runs and everyone raced well.

After years of talk and planning, we had a fab-
ulous three-day ski experience on Mammoth 
Mountain, with 26 attending. It was everything 
we had hoped for and we look forward to 
returning for a longer ski trip.

Our Nordic Day on the 1960 Olympic cross-
country and biathlon course at Sugar Pine  
was very educational with the guidance of 
Tahoe historian Dave Antonucci and his 
wife, Jenny. Antonucci, author of the new 
Snowballs Chance: The Story of the 1960 
Olympic Winter Games (with photographs by 
Staff Commodore/Penguin Bill Briner) gave 
us a real feel for our Olympic history.

Our first “Great TYC Penguin Ski Race” 
was held at Squaw Valley USA on March 19 
with 16 racers competing for seven trophys 
that were displayed at the clubhouse during 
the season under the watchful eye of our pet 
penguin, Uschuia.  (Uschuia has now left the 
clubhouse to return to the Antartic for the sum-

The 2009-2010 TYC Penguin ski season 
concluded with great success. Dedicated 
Penguin skiers defied the wild winter 

weather and completed 11 of the 12 sched-
uled events with a break in the storms to give 
us great ski days, followed by outstanding 
potluck events at the TYC clubhouse. All the 
dinners were fabulous and we had nothing but 
happy Penguins.

Our expanded scheduled programs this year 
added new excitment to all who attended 
our downhill events at Squaw Valley, Alpine 
Meadows, Sugar Bowl, Homewood, Kirkwood 
and Mt. Rose.
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Over-the-Bottom events start promptly at 9 a.m. when the first registered boat crosses 
the starting line. Please arrive by 8:30 a.m. in order to register and obtain your starting 
card and instructions.

Tahoe Yacht Club’s Over-The-Bottom 
(OTB) rallies have expanded to five 
events for summer, 2010. This change 

makes it easier for our 
members to complete 
three events necessary 
to be eligible for the 
Ross Beall Over-The-
Bottom perpetual tro-
phy. The series winner 
will be determined after 
the final event, based 
on participant’s gross 
cumulative time off the mark for their best 
three of five finished. 

Participants will receive specific navigational 
instructions at the start of each event. These 
directions will follow a prescribed course, 
including direction, speed and timing. Each 
boat will follow the same course, departing 
at two-minute intervals, with the objective to 
match the mark time set by the TYC staff in 
the club’s mark boat. There will be multiple 
check points along the way where the captain 
and crew will pick up a playing card, which 
will be used to form a poker hand at the end 
of the rally.

TYC’s OTB events are open to all types of 

craft – wood, fiberglass or metal – and do not 
require excessive speed or specialized equip-
ment. In fact, it’s been said that a successful 
performance in an OTB requires limited navi-
gational abilities, some boat handling skills 
and a whole lot of luck!

I have been asked how to participate in the 
series and what skills are needed. I always 
respond by inviting the member to join me in 
my boat for an event and to act as my naviga-
tor. This has worked extremely well and one 
member went on to win the entire series. If you 
would like an OTB coach, please call me, Tom 
O’Rourke, at (530) 613-5050. 
                                                  

Participants are welcome to come for one 
event or take part in all five of the season’s 
events. The cost to participate in the OTB 
series is $95 for the five-event series or $25 
per individual event. 

Those registering for the series also receive 
two tickets for the captain and first mate to 
attend the “Victory Celebration Party” imme-
diately following the final OTB on August 
28 which, by tradition, will be hosted by last 
year’s winners, Ray and Kathy Holstead (OUR 
GAL).

Additional “Victory Celebration Party” tick-
ets for series crew members or captain/crew 
attending only individual events will be avail-
able for $25 each and must be purchased at 
the clubhouse in advance of the final Over-
The-Bottom.
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Tahoe Yacht Club has become a destination for boutique winemakers to showcase their 
craft.  Our success in presenting wine tasting events has led to the club proudly hosting 
monthly tasting events of different wines, beers and spirits. In 2010, we have already 

held a Zinfandel tasting, a Port Wine and Chocolate tasting, and  a gourmet winemaker’s din-
ner featuring the award-winning wines of Girard Winery in the Napa Valley. 

Tasting events at the TYC are casual affairs for members and their guests to learn more 
about a variety of new wines and other libations while seeing old friends and meeting new 
ones amid spectacular views from the clubhouse. The Wine Events Committee has plenty of 
excitement scheduled for this Summer with two wine tasting events and the third annual TYC 
Master Mixologists competition — a unique cocktail party featuring some of the Club’s own 
celebrity bartenders. Please plan to bring your guests to the Club this summer.  

Cheers!

Winemakers’ 
Dinner
April 24, 2010

Photos: Dick Morton
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Block & Tackle is a full size, full color publication, 
read and referred to year ‘round by Tahoe Yacht 
Club's member families, their guests and recipro-

cal yacht club visitors to Lake Tahoe from throughout the 
United States. That‘s a readership of more than 1,500 per 
quarterly issue (based on 500 copies per issue) and even 
more for the annual Members' Magazine edition, last year 
with 58 pages including a May thru September club events 
calendar!

Every issue of Block & Tackle is available, too, for reading 
and downloading online at www.tahoeyc.com!

Most importantly, our members — primary and 65% sec-
ond homeowners — are a lucrative target market for your 
products and services!
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A while ago Forbes Magazine named Henry Ford the “Business Man 
of the Century.” Some think they got it wrong. Undoubtedly Ford 
may have affected more lives and fundamentally changed  America 
by using the assembly line techniques invented by others to mass 
produce automobiles, but it was just one industry and for many 

years, just one car – the Model T.

Henry Kaiser not only built cars, he organized a consortium of industrial talent that 
built some of the largest public works projects the world had seen. 
Kaiser companies produced materials, such as cement and con-
crete, aggregates, and aluminum.  He built the first fully-integrated 
steel plant on the west coast, and produced more, and much faster, 
“Liberty Ships” during WWII than the established shipbuilders of 
the time thought possible. 

Of all those accomplishments, the only one left today is per-
haps his most important legacy: the world’s first HMO, Kaiser 

Permanente, still one of the most successful healthcare delivery systems and what 
many think should be the model of our national healthcare system today.

   
Henry J. Kaiser

  A man missed by history. Arguably the most famous of Tahoe Yacht
Club’s staff commodores and the member many know little about.

Commodore

circa
1953
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G
rowing up in Tahoe I often 
thought about how lucky we 
are. I would repeatedly say 
“what could be better than being 

in the best part of the best state of the best 
country in the world?” 
Now, more than 40 
years later, I almost feel 
guilty adding one more 
item to the sentence.  
What could be better 
than boating on the best 
lake in the best part of 
the best state of the best 
country in the world? 
That is the Best of Luck! Now, are you ready 
to get lucky?

The year 2009 was one of our best sailing 
years yet. Things ran like a Swiss watch. 

There were good turnouts, steady winds and 
an unexpected squall for the Trans-Tahoe that 
we will be talking about for years to come! 
Your sail committee recently met and are 
making plans for an even better 2010.  

Here is a brief description of some of the 
changes/improvements being considered or 
implemented for 2010:  

1. We are having discussions with local 
Hobie Cat sailors about adding another 
class to Monday night Laser and Pico 
sailing. We are also talking with a group 
of Pico sailors from Truckee about join-
ing the junior sailors on Monday night. 
Building the number of sailors in the 
fleet should make it more fun and com-
petitive for all.

2. Past Laser sail chair, Justin Casey, has 
turned over the helm to the new chair, 

Rick Raduziner. Rick is very enthusias-
tic and ready to take things to the next 
level. Welcome aboard, Rick.

3. We are looking into a more modern race 
registration system that will tie in better 
with the website. (Remember when faxes 
were the modern wonder? Boy, do they 
seem archaic now!)

Racing kicks off with the annual Ski Sail
event combining Laser and Vanguard sailboat 
racing on Saturday, April 24, with Ski racing 
at Squaw Valley USA on Sunday, the 25th. 
This event has been going on for more than 
30 years and is always a fun one to watch or 
participate in. 

Next comes Laser Racing. This series always 
begins on Memorial Day which comes late 

Best of Luck

Dan Hauserman

magazine
members
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